












Participant counts include spectators and families and assumes 40% of participation is local.

Mid‑range hotel rooms were based on seasonal pricing and market benchmarks for 3‑star properties in the local area.
Priceline.com

Economic impact ratio is based on typical ratios for regional tournaments based on the chart provided by the North Platte Area
Sports Commission, a division of Visit North Platte which developed this estimate by using the Event Impact Spending
Calculator developed by Huddle Up Group, a Sports Tourism Consulting agency and the event reports and published
sources from the PPA Punta Gorda Challenger.

Participants - 40% local x Days = Total Room Nights x Avg Hotel Cost x Number of events = EEI. 

National and regional daily average spending not included. State, local and municipal taxes not included in this data since it
varies from state to state.

https://www.natja.org/press-releases/professional-pickleball-comes-to-punta-gorda-as-part-of-the-inaugural-season-of-the-ppa-
challenger-series-powered-by joola/

REGIONAL COMPARABLE PICKLEBALL EVENTS

Notes & Assumptions

Pickleball tournaments consistently generate measurable tourism and economic activity, even at the regional
level. The following examples draw from publicly reported event data and industry-standard estimates for
similar mid-size tournaments. These benchmarks illustrate the scale of hotel room nights, and overall
economic impact that 10–22 court facilities produce across the nation.

Project Impact Report - Comparison of Regional Pickleball Events
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Notes & Assumptions

Project Impact Report - Economic Impact of a Tennis Event
Tennis showcase events featuring top professional and celebrity players draw large crowds and generate
significant local economic impact through hotel stays, dining, and retail spending. Coupled with our
partnership with the Tennis Hall of Fame, we can secure high-profile stars and offer pre- and post-event
clinics, encouraging longer hotel stays and greater regional spending. While these showcases are larger
than what we can host, they serve as an example of the revenue and tourism impact that high-profile tennis
stars can bring to town. The accompanying chart illustrates the economic benefit.

Participant counts includes spectators and familes and assumes 40% of participation is local.

Mid‑range hotel rooms in urban areas typically range around $175 per night, based on seasonal pricing and market
benchmarks for 3‑star properties in the area. Priceline.com

Economic impact ratio based on typical ratios for regional tournaments provided by the North Platte Area Sports
Commission, a division of Visit North Platte which developed this estimate by using the Event Impact Spending
Calculator developed by Huddle Up Group, a Sports Tourism Consulting agency.

Spectators - 40% local = Total Room Nights x ADR  = EEI

National and regional daily average spending not included. State, local and municipal taxes not included in this
data since it varies from state to state.

For Charlotte, the $4.4 million figure comes from reported estimates for the 16,194 spectators and includes local economic
impact which includes lodging, meals, transport, and minor local spending. 

Newark and Miami figures are estimates, as no official post-event economic impact reports have been released.
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*The budget is only a preliminary estimate, and the exact figures will depend
on factors such as contractor bids, material costs, and any unforeseen
expenses that may arise during the project.

Project Budget
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*The budget is based on realistic and conservative estimates, It is the reality of
having been in the tennis business for 40+ year and pickleball for 12 years. 

Financial Projections
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November 25, 2025 

RE: Letter of Support for Dave Marshall’s Delaware Sports Tourism Grant Application 

Dear Delaware Sports Tourism Grant Application Review Committee, 

I am writing to express my support for Dave Marshall’s application for funding through the Delaware 
Sports Tourism Grant Program. This project represents one of the most impactful and strategically 
valuable sports-tourism investments the State of Delaware can make. 

Dave Marshall is not only one of the most accomplished racquet-sports coaches in our state—he is 
someone who consistently gives back to the community through charity events, youth programs, and 
accessible opportunities for local families. He is the only coach in Delaware to have coached players to 
all four Grand Slam titles in tennis, including multiple teams and individuals who reached World No. 1. 
Most recently, he helped guide Megan Fudge to a Grand Slam title in pickleball and the World No. 1 
ranking, demonstrating success across two of the world’s fastest-growing sports. His achievements 
bring national and international visibility to Sussex County and the State of Delaware. Dave’s program 
is already a proven driver of sports activity and visitation, with his facility welcoming about 200 
participants per day, year-round, including athletes and families who travel specifically for his high-
level coaching and competitive environment. 

The proposed project—to retrofit the indoor club with a state-of-the-art multi-sport court system—
advances Delaware’s sports-tourism goals by enabling multiple sports to be played simultaneously and 
dramatically improving facility efficiency. This upgrade will expand capacity, draw larger tournaments, 
boost visitor traffic, and generate significant economic benefits, while Dave’s new partnership with the 
International Tennis Hall of Fame further strengthens Delaware’s regional and national visibility. 

For these reasons, I strongly support approval of this grant request, as Dave Marshall’s long-standing 
commitment to excellence and service has already elevated sports in Sussex County, and this retrofit 
will only amplify that impact for years to come. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
me at russell.huxtable@delaware.gov or (302)-744-4136. 

Sincerely, 

Letter of Support (1 out of 5)
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My name is Jill Judd, and I am a lifelong resident of Southern Delaware. My family has been part of this community's business
landscape for nearly a century, involved in hotel ownership and the medical field. I am writing to express my enthusiastic support for
Dave Marshall and his vision for athletics in Southern Delaware.

Dave Marshall's roots in this community date back to the early 1700s, making his family an integral part of Delaware's history—from
their contributions during the American Revolution to founding the hospital in Milford and serving as founding board members of
Delaware State University. Dave has continued this family tradition of creating value with determination and skill.

As a world-renowned tennis coach, Dave began his journey teaching lessons at Milford Parks and Recreation and has since established
a remarkable legacy in tennis and now pickleball throughout Southern Delaware. He is notably the first person from our region to win
the Men’s Open Title and be ranked #1 in the United States. His impact on Sea Colony Tennis was profound, helping put it on the
national map from 1988 until 2009, when he established his own tennis club in Lewes, Delaware.

Since 1988, Dave has coached over 150 players who have progressed to play college tennis, with many winning conference, state, and
national titles. He has mentored some of the best athletes in Delaware, including Madison Brengle (Top 30 Pro), Kim Schiff (#1 USA),
Jessi Robinson (NCAA Champion, Duke), and Shannon Buck (Top 10 NCAA, Air Force). His coaching expertise extends to the
professional level; he has been recognized as an award-winning ATP (Association of Tennis Professionals) coach, having won every
Grand Slam and coached eight players to World #1 rankings. He received the ATP Gullikson Pro Tour Coach of the Year award in
2019 as well as the HBCU National Coach of the Year award in 2012. Furthermore, he has coached the Bryan Brothers, who are
renowned as the best doubles team of all time.

Despite his national and international success, Dave has always considered Southern Delaware his home. He has built a thriving local
business centered around tennis and pickleball, becoming the go-to destination for sports enthusiasts. Importantly, he owns his land
free and clear, which demonstrates his financial stability and commitment to the community. His son, Jordan, who recently completed
his service in the U.S. Army as a Captain, is poised to take over the business when Dave steps away, ensuring a seamless transition and
continued local leadership. Their business not only includes operations in Lewes, Delaware, but also satellite centers in Washington,
D.C., and Easton, Maryland, adding to their regional and national presence.

The new indoor center they plan to build will be adjacent to the existing facility, which currently houses three tennis courts that are
converted daily into twelve pickleball courts. Over 100 people play pickleball daily at this center, which serves as the hub for
tournaments and fundraising events. Dave has hosted pickleball fundraisers for various organizations, including the Democratic Party
(Hallie Cohen), the local Fire Company, the Y, Camp Rehoboth, the Big Fish Foundation, and many others.

In closing, Dave has a proven track record of excellence in Southern Delaware. He has successfully drawn people to his club, boasting a
mailing list of 25,000 individuals. By granting him this award, you will not only honor his past contributions but also support a leader
who will continue to uplift our community.

Sincerely,

Jill Judd
Cape Suites Motel
(443)786-2356
Jjudd3721@gmail.com

Dear Delaware Sports Tourism Capital Investment Fund Application Committee:

47 Baltimore Ave 
Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971

Letter of Support (5 out of 5)
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